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Have  a 
Great 
Summer! 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage  and  promote  interest  in 
numismatics,  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and 
Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage  and  assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All 
resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these  objectives. 

Dues  are  $5  per  year  and  entitles  participants  to  NOW  News,  this  quarterly 
publication.  Among  the  services  offered  are  coin  authentication,  a Speaker’s 
Bureau,  show  Calendar  coordination  and  Guidelines  to  assist  coin  clubs  hosting  the 
annual  NOW  Convention. 
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END  OF  THE  TRAIL 


Before  passing  the  gavel  to  newly-elected  President,  Lee 
Hartz,  Past  President,  Rollie  Finner,  presented  Peter  & 
RuthAnn  Phillips  a token  of  appreciation  for  their  many 
years  of  service  to  NOW,  Pete  served  on  the  Board  has 
since  1980  and  Ruth  Ann  recently  retired  as  editor  of  NOW 
News  editor. 
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Gavel 

ghlights 


I’m  honored  to  be  selected  President  of 
NOW.  I hope  that  I can  live  up  to  that 
honor  over  the  next  2 years.  If  there  is 
something  that  you  think  that  NOW  should 
do  or  some  new  direction  that  you  think 
we  should  look  into,  please  let  me  know. 

I'd  like  to  thank  the  previous  officers  and 
the  Board  members  for  their  service  over 
the  past  several  years.  Without  them 
NOW  wouldn’t  exist. 

I’d  especially  like  to  thank  Peter  and  Ruth 
Ann  Phillips  for  their  many  years  of 
service  as  Editors  of  NOW  News.  They've 
done  an  excellent  job. 

We  do  have  a new  Editor  of  NOW  News, 
Phyllis  Calkins.  I’m  sure  that  she  will 
also  do  an  excellent  job.  I’m  told, 
however,  that  she  has  as  few  articles  to 


publish  as  RuthAnn  had  recently.  So,  if 
you  really  want  to  have  a newsletter, 
please  come  up  with  an  article  or  two  to 
send  to  Phyllis. 

Due  to  the  weather,  I didn’t  get  to  the  Fond 
du  Lac/NOW  show  on  March  8th.  I 
haven’t  really  heard  how  it  went. 

And,  unfortunately,  I had  a conflict  with 
the  Madison  show  and  wasn’t  able  to 
attend.  I’ve  been  told  that  it  was  a very 
good  show. 

I hope  that  the  Board  members  who  were 
at  the  Madison  show  looked  over  the 
facility  to  see  what  our  1999  show  will 
be  like.  At  this  time,  it  looks  like  our 
2000  show  (40th  anniversary  show) 
will  be  hosted  by  Krause  Publications  in 
lola.  The  date  will  be  a bit  later  than 
usual. 

Remember,  this  is  your  club  and  your  we 
need  your  input  both  as  officers  and  also 
the  Editor  of  NOW  News. 

Lee  Hartz,  President 


Memories... 


Many  of  you  (with  a little  gray  in  your  hair)  will  remember 
Gordon  Gill.  Gordon  was  one  of  those  rare  individuals  who  left 
a positive  impact  on  everyone  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  have 
known  him.  He  was  a pharmacist  by  profession,  a member  of 
the  Madison  Coin  Club  and  a founding  member  of  NOW.  He  was 
an  occasional  coin  dealer  and  a mentor  for  many  young  coin 
collectors.  The  hobby  lost  this  dedicated  numismatist  several 
years  ago,  however,  Gene  Johnson  of  Wisconsin  Rapids, 
fortunately,  acquired  several  of  Gordon’s  notebooks  and  from 
time-to-time  we  will  include  bits  & pieces  from  the  “Gordon 
Gill  Archives." 
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by  !Rpn  Catkins 


This  has  been  a busy  spring  --  we  started 
by  attending  the  March  8th  NOW 
Convention  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Saturday 
evening’s  Mystery  Dinner  was  enjoyable 
for  those  who  attended.  It  was  held  at  the 
Rolling  Meadows  Restaurant,  a short 
distance  from  the  show  and  Dick 
Anderson’s  “numismatic  trivia,”  kept 
everyone  entertained,  with  prizes  going  to 
the  lucky  guessers. 

The  Penny  Boards  were  a big  hit  with  the 
kids,  thanks  to  Thad  Streeter  and  his  son 
who  helped  out  with  the  supervision. 

The  Winnebago  Coin  Club  did  an  excellent 
job  organizing  the  show...  too  bad  the 
weather  man  didn’t  cooperate  a little 
more.  By  10:00  a.m.  the  predicted  snow 
started  and  the  Madison  area  was  already 
getting  dumped  on.  The  NOW  Board  meeting 
and  General  Meeting  were  canceled  and 
rescheduled  for  the  Madison  show.  We 
closed  the  NOW  table  and  by  noon  were  on 
our  way  home.  Driving  soon  was  down  to 
25-30  mph  --  it  was  a long  drive  home. 
We  won’t  know  just  how  successful  the 
show  was  until  we  receive  their  report. 


Madison  Coin  Show 

The  NOW  General  Meeting  and  Board 
Meeting  was  held  during  the  Madison 
Show.  Turner  Hall  was  a new  facility  for 
the  show.  Next  year  the  Madison  Coin  Club 
will  host  our  NOW  show  at  this  new 
location. 

Central  States 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society,  NOW  had  a table  at 
their  recent  show  in  Milwaukee. 

Thursday  we  arrived  early  to  set  up  our 
exhibits.  My  Wisconsin  Obsolete 
Banknotes  hadn’t  been  out  of  mothballs  for 
about  20  years  and  it  took  several 
evening’s  work  to  redo  all  the  write-ups 
and  squeeze  everything  into  6 cases. 

Later,  the  NOW  table  was  set  up  and 
throughout  the  4 days,  new  members  were 
signed  up  and  a few  others  were 
reinstated.  Manning  a table  at  a 4-day 
show  is  quite  demanding  and  we  needed 
more  help.  I want  to  extend  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  those  who  offered  to  give 
us  a few  minutes  break  from  the  table  — 
Rich  Meyer,  RuthAnn  Phillips,  George 
Conrad  and  Fred  and  Kathy  Borgmann. 

Sesqulcentennlal  Wooden  Nickel 

As  a kick-off  to  NOW’s  40th  anniversary 
during  the  year  2000,  a Sesquicentennial 
Wooden  Nickel  was  designed  by  Dan  Scheid. 
This  important  event  will  be  held  in  lola. 
Interested  collectors...  get  your  order  in 
soon. 
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Souvenir  Cards  Available  While  Supply  Lasts 

A limited  number  (only  59)  of  this  $5  State  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee  proof 
note  were  reproduced  in  color  by  NOW  to  commemorate  Central  States  59th 
Coin  Convention  held  recently  in  Milwaukee.  The  card  was  prepared  by  John 
Wilson  and  is  truly  a beauty.  The  bank  opened  in  1853  and  liquidated  in  1912, 
merging  with  First  Wisconsin  National  Bank.  Denominations  were  $1,  $2  and 
$5.  Only  proof  notes  are  known  to  exist. 

Bonus:  While  supply  lasts,  we  will  include  a free  1985  souvenir  card  of  a $3  Bank  of 
Appleton  note  and  a $5  Bank  of  Milwaukee  souvenir  card  from  CSNS  29th  anniversary, 
1989.  (This  one  has  the  Santa  Claus  note  on  it.) 

For  all  3 cards,  send  $5  plus  $1  shipping/handling  to  Secretary/Treasurer,  Ron 
Calkins,  P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


Get  your  Sesquicentennial  wooden 
nickel  commemorating  the 
forthcoming  40th  anniversary  of 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin,  lola  will 
be  the  site  of  this  memorial  occasion. 
The  wooden  nickels  are  available 
from  Dan  Scheid,  5214  N.  Autumn 
Lane,  McFarland,  Wl  53558.  The  cost 
is  $1.50,  which  includes  shipping  and 
handling. 


^ 40th  # 
£ ANNIVERSARY 
3 CONATION 

YEAR  2000 
I0LA.WIS. 
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Award  Winners 

Fred  Borgmann  presents  awards  to  Phyllis  & Ron  Calkins  and  Nancy  & John  Wilson, 
winners  of  the  1997  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writer’s  Association. 

(Gene  Johnson,  not  pictured,  was  also  a winner) 


The  Founders  Wisconsin 
Council  for  Tangible  Assets 
Gives  NOW  Donation 

During  the  recent  Central  States  show  in 
Milwaukee,  NOW  was  the  fortunate 
recipient  of  a generous  donation  from  the 
Founders  Wisconsin  Council  for  Tangible 
Assets.  This  group  developed  affecting 
legislation  to  gain  sales  tax  exemptions  for 
coins  and  other  materials  and  successfully 
voted  in  Inventory  Holding  Laws  in 
Milwaukee  and  state  wide. 


Are  You  a 

Collector  or  a Numismatist? 

Collecting  is  in  good  information 
books.  I wouldn’t  stop  with  a few  From  the 
books,  but  would  build  a coin  Gordon  Gill 
library.  Then  you  need  to  study  Archives 
these  books  at  every  opportunity. 

A Collector  is  one  who 
accumulates  coins;  a Numismatist 
is  one  who  knows  their  history 
and  the  science  connected  to  them. 

It’s  possible  to  be  a numismatist 
without  owning  a single  coin,  but 
never  without  reading  and 
studying  coin  books. 
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Central  States  59th  Anniversary 
Show  a Big  Success! 

The  convention  featured  a Friday  evening 
auction  by  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 
of  Dallas,  Texas,  a full  range  of 
educational  programs  and  meetings. 

The  chairmen  and  their  assistants  did  an 
excellent  job  of  organizing  this  event. 
They  had  a 300+  dealer  bourse,  top- 
notch  exhibits  and  outstanding  educational 
programs,  including  one  for  juniors. 

Friday’s  Friendship  luncheon  was  held  at 
Mader’s,  an  elegant  and  well-known 
German  restaurant.  Over  200 
participated  in  Saturday  evening’s  elegant 
banquet. 

The  Boy  Scout  Merit  Badge  workshop  held 
Saturday  morning  was  impressive.  This 
excellent  program  guided  60+  scouts  thru 
their  merit  badge  requirements.  Each 
section  concluded  with  the  boys  taking  a 
written  exam. 


The  large  exhibit  area  displayed  many 
outstanding  exhibits  and  NOW  Board 
members  were  well  represented  among 
the  award  winners  - Bill  Brandimore, 
Rollie  & Betty  Finner,  and  Ron  Calkins, 
with  Best  of  Show  awarded  to  Tom  Casper. 

Those  of  you  who  attended  the  Central 
States  Show  couldn’t  help  but  see  all  the 
‘Uncle  Sam  Wants  You”  posters 
recruiting  NOW  members.  Past  NOW 
President,  Rollie  Finner  had  several 
other  promotional  gimmicks  to  entice  the 
people  to  stop  by  the  NOW  table...  a 
“guess  the  number  of  pennies  in  the 
jar"...  get  a free  wooden  nickel, 
Milwaukee  souvenir  cards,  recruiting 
buttons  and  cards  giving  away  pennies. 
The  red  jackets  worn  by  NOW  board 
members  left  identifiable  impressions  of 
NOW,  just  as  the  gold  jackets  worn  by 
CSNS  officials. 

Attendance  was  good  throughout  the  4 days 
and  dealers  all  seemed  extremely 
satisfied. 

This  was  the  last  year  CSNS  was  held  in 
the  Wisconsin  Center.  A new  Midwest 
Express  Center  is  going  up  next  door  and, 
with  good  construction  luck,  the  1999 
show  will  be  held  there. 

The  Central  States  Fall  Show  will  be  held 
September  10-13,  1998.  The  Illinois 
Numismatic  Association  will  host  this 
event  at  the  Ramada  Inn,  Harvey,  Illinois. 
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CSNS  Ext 
Present  the 
Exhibit  to  t 


Persons, 

; D Hatie  y 
0aM  Mem, 


Nancy  and  John  Wilson  are  recipients 
of  ANA’s  Presidential  Awards. 


Central  States 

Highlights 

Rollie  & Betty  Finner  were  honored 
with  a Medal  of  Merit.  They  also 
received  several  awards  for  their 
outstanding  exhibits. 


Krause  Publications  President,  Cliff  Mishler,  presents  the 
Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  to  Karen  & Jim  Jach. 


lSNs  «*M> 
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Krause  Publications  --  The  addition  of 
Krause’s  first  arts  & crafts  magazine 
spawned  a new  division  of  the  company. 
“Arts  & Crafts”  is  a by-monthly  general 
how-to  publication  for  various  types  of 
crafts.  Krause  Publications  expanded  in 
the  toy  vehicle  collectibles  marketplace 
with  their  “Toy  Cars  & Vehicles,”  a 
monthly  magazine  that  provides  a 1-stop 
marketplace  and  information  source  for 
collectors  of  toy  cars.  The  acquisition  of 
“Arts  & Crafts”  and  the  “Toy  Cars  & 
Vehicles"  increases  their  publications 
number  of  periodicals  to  34. 

(Numismatic  News  was  their  first 
publication.) 


Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries,  one  of 
the  world’s  largest  dealers  in  rare  coins, 
has  3 Summer  Intern  Positions  for  young 
numismatists,  ages  18-22.  If  you’re 
interested  in  residing  in  Dallas  for  the 
summer  and  helping  with  the  Portland 
ANA  sale,  contact  Carrie-Ann  Nemeth 
1-800-872-6467  ext.  242. 


Titanic  Medal 

The  British  Royal  Mint  has  announced  that 
a medal  commemorating  the  RMS  Titanic 
has  been  struck  on  commission  for  the 
ship’s  builders,  the  Belfast  company  of 
Harland  & Wolff,  and  is  now  available  to 
collectors. 


Designed  by  Royal  Mint  engraver  Matthew 
Bonaccoursi,  the  1997  Titanic 
Commemorative  Medal’s  obverse  portrays 
the  great  ship  upon  her  departure  from 
Southampton,  while  the  reverse  shows  the 
registered  flag  and  emblem  of  the 
Titanic’s  builders,  Hartland  & Wolff, 
together  with  the  flag  of  the  White  Star 
company. 


The  medal  is  struck  to  semi-proof  quality 
in  Nickel-Brass  and  has  a diameter  of 
38.45mm  and  a weight  of  28.28  grams. 
The  medal  is  offered  in  a colorfully 
descriptive  presentation  pack  affording  a 
fine  collector  piece  for  maritime 
enthusiasts. 

The  price  of  the 
1997  Titanic 
Commemorative 
Medal  Presentation 
Pack  is  $29.95 
plus  shipping  and 
handling.  To  order, 
contact  the  British 

Royal  Mint,  Cheyenne,  WY  82008-0031 
or  call  1-800-563-5943. 


9 


U.S.  Considers  Making  Plastic 
Dollar  Bills  The  familiar  phrase 
“paying  with  plastic”  may  take  on  an 
entirely  new  meaning.  Testing  is  being 
done  on  new  materials  for  our  folding 
money. 

Advocates  say  plastic,  or  polymer,  bills 
last  longer  than  paper  and  are  more 
difficult  to  counterfeit  and  don’t  get  all 
wrinkly  if  they  accidentally  go  thru  the 
washing  machine.  When  worn  out,  they 
can  be  recycled.  Skeptics  claim  the 
public  will  reject  them,  and  they  would 
force  an  expensive  retooling  of  currency- 
sorting and  counting  machines  and  that  a 
radical  change  could  subtly  undermine 
confidence  in  the  U.S.  dollar. 

The  Treasury  Department  introduced  new 
$100  notes  in  1996  and  new  $50  last 
year  and  plans  new  $20  later  this  year. 
The  new  paper  bills  feature  enlarged 
portraits,  watermarks,  a numeral  in 
color-shifting  ink  and  a polymer  security 
thread. 

Officials  aren’t  sure  they  want  to  take 
another  big  step.  Extensive  tests  are 
being  run  on  a variety  of  materials, 
including  a plastic  developed  by  the 
Reserve  Bank  of  Australia  and  a paper- 
plastic  sandwich  produced  by  a Canadian 
company.  Industry  officials  assume  such 
a change  wouldn’t  occur  before  2000  or 
2001. 


Australia  issued  the  world’s  first  plastic 
currency  in  1988  — a $10  note.  It 
finished  converting  all  of  its  notes  to  the 
new  material  in  1996  and  says  its  plastic 
notes  last  4 times  as  long  as  conventional 
currency  - thus  provides  big  cost 
savings. 

The  level  of  printing  details  is  as  fine  or 
finer  than  a paper  note.  Secret  Service 
officials  have  been  concerned  particularly 
about  the  growing  use  of  computer  ink- 
jet technology  to  produce  fake  US  bills. 
They’re  relatively  poor  in  quality,  but 
some  have  passed  to  busy  or  unobservant 
cash  handlers. 

A polymer  note 
incorporating 
a clear  Mylar 
window  would 
definitely  foil 
counterfeiting 
by  personal 
computer  and 
in  k-jet 
printer. 


Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society 

The  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
announced  the  establishment  of  a NBS 
informational  website  at 
http://www.money.org/club 
nbs.html.  The  site  identifies  the  purpose 
of  NBS,  lists  activities,  including 
publications,  meetings,  educational 
forums  and  awards. 


Birthplace 
the  Grand 
Old  Party 


By  Gene  Johnson 
WNWA 


With  literally  thousands  of  different 
medals,  tokens  and  multi-colored  pinback 
buttons  to  commemorate  and  honor  the 
massive  Republican  Party  and  its 
candidates,  it  seems  almost  ludicrous  to 
use  a relatively  common  trade  check  to 
inaugurate  a story  on  the  birth  and 
stirring  moments  of  this  political  giant. 

The  handsome  aluminum  token  is  neither 
old  or  rare  — just  nicely  rendered,  and 
as  much  a souvenir  as  it  is  a trade  check. 
However,  the  beginnings  of  the  Republican 
Party  are  as  humble  as  the  trade  check, 
and  this  humility  will  doubtless  surprise 
some  of  that  party’s  ardent  young 
followers. 

In  the  booklet,  “Origin  of  the  Republican 
Party,”  published  in  1929,  the  GOP  story 
unfolds  with  these  two  meaningful 
paragraphs: 

“The  Republican  Party  was  born  in 
Ripon,  Wisconsin,  March  20,  1854, 
was  christened  by  the  state  convention 
in  Jackson,  Michigan,  July  6th;  was 
nourished  and  grew  in  strength  and 
power  by  the  help  it  received  from 


many  other  state  conventions  and  arrived 
at  the  age  of  maturity  when  the  national 
convention  met  in  Philadelphia  on  June 
17th,  1856. 

For  many  years  Ripon  has  claimed  the 
distinction  of  being  the  birthplace  of 
the  Republican  Party.  This  claim  has 
been  challenged  by  other  localities, 
none  of  which  have  presented  evidence 
indicating  that  an  organized 
partisanry  sensed  the  idea  of  a new 
party  as  early  as  did  the  sturdy  Ripon 
pioneers  who  held  the  first  meeting  in 
February  of  the  year  1854." 

As  references,  the  booklet  draws  on 
numerous  published  books  and  articles  of 
the  1880s,  both  political  and  historical  in 
nature.  The  1929  booklet,  it  seems,  was 
designed  to  put  to  rest  once  and  for  all  the 
arguments  over  the  birthplace  of  the 
Republican  Party  (which  was  raised  again 
in  1997). 

The  people  of  politics  were  astute, 
existing  at  the  whim  of  the  elector,  and 
seemed  to  live  by  their  wits  and  prosper 
in  that  same  fashion.  Alvan  Earle  Bovay,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Whig  Party, 
was  a good  astute  politician  who,  in  1852, 
sensed  the  demise  of  the  Whig  Party 
(short  for  “Wiggamore”  or  “anti  King 
George,  was  a Scottish-born  American 
Colonial  party). 

In  1852,  on  a visit  to  New  York  City, 

Bovay  approached  his  friend,  Horace 
Greeley,  with  the  idea  of  a coalition  party 
to  oppose  slavery,  and  replace  the  Whig 
Party,  which  Bovay  felt  was  doomed. 


The  slavery  question  was  foremost  in  the 
minds  of  the  electorate,  and  tended  to 
bring  together  the  many  political 
splinters  by  reason  of  its  moral  as  well  as 
political  nature.  True  to  Bovay’s 
instincts,  the  Whigs  were  crushed  in  the 
elections  of  1852. 

Bovay  at  once  wrote  to  his  friend,  Greeley, 
(the  editor  of  the  influential  New  York 
Tribune)  again  urging  the  political 
coalition  under  the  name  of  “Republican 
Party." 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Senator  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  introduced  the  pro-slavery 
“Kansas  Nebraska"  bill  which  further 
sent  the  Northern  anti-slavery  people 
into  action.  In  an  ad  in  the  Ripon 
newspaper  on  February  28,  1854,  a 
meeting  was  called  at  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Ripon  to  demonstrate  against 
the  “Kansas  Nebraska  swindle.” 

The  group  that  met  at  the  church  was 
composed  of  Whigs,  Democrats  and  Free 
Soilers,  drawn  in  a common  bond  of  anti- 
slavery. Just  20  days  later  a second  and 
more  historic  meeting  was  held  at  the 

schoolhouse 
of  District 
#2  and  on 
that  March 
20th  date, 
the 

Republican 
Party  was 
organized 
on  a single 
issue  -the 


non-extension  of  any  type  of  slavery  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  where  it  did 
not  already  exist. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  Bovay’s 
“Republican  Party”  title  was  proposed 
and  accepted.  On  June  12,  1854,  Bovay 
again  wrote  to  his  friend,  Horace  Greeley, 
putting  forth  the  name  “Republican 
Party”,  and  with  Greeley’s  support,  the 
name  stuck. 

In  1856,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
the  name  “Republican"  was  adopted  for 
the  national  party,  and  in  just  6 short 
years  the  new  party  swept  into  political 
power,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  became  the 
first  Republican  President.  Thus,  in  a 
little  wooden  schoolhouse,  in  an 
unincorporated  town  called  Ripon,  the 
political  springboard  of  slave 
emancipation  was  born. 

It's  not  surprising  that  back  then  several 
other  places  claimed  the  honor  of  the 
birthplace  of  the  GOP.  Wisconsin  was  only 
6 years  old  as  a state  when  the  party  was 
formed,  a “Johnny  come  lately"  in  both 
politics  and  activism. 

The  token  tale  on  which  this  article  is 
based  is  evolutionary  as  well.  About 
1970,  on  a token  hunt,  a pint  fruit  jar 
full  of  Republican  House  tokens  was  found 
in  an  antique  shop  in  Ripon.  In  those  days, 
trade  tokens  were  most  often  priced  at  face 
value,  or  at  most  50c.  These  Ripon  tokens 
were  priced  at  $1  each  and  a grudging 
purchase  of  one  uncirculated  piece  was 
made. 


Subsequent  visits  over  the  past  25  years 
have  evidenced  the  “inflation”  of  token 
prices,  as  interest  in  trade  token 
collecting  increased.  The  $1  price  for  the 
Republican  House  token  has  remained  the 
same  and  the  token  gradually  became 
attractively  affordable. 


The 

Republican 
House 
Restaurant 
is  a fine  old 
state- 
operated 
entity 
located  on 
the  main 
highway 

thru  the  city  of  Ripon.  On  the  front  lawn 
near  the  highway  is  a replica  of  the 
District  #2  schoolhouse  depicted  on  the 
token.  The  original  schoolhouse  itself  was 
moved  to  the  Ripon  College  campus  around 
1900,  to  forever  become  a memento  of  the 
historical  founding  of  a political  party. 


29m  aluminum  250  Token 


Token  wise,  in  1998,  the  pint  bottle  of 
tokens  has  shrunk  to  a small  handful, 
being  pictorial,  and  an  unusual 
denomination  (one  quarter  dollar)  plus 
political  in  nature,  it  is  indeed  an 
interesting,  conversational,  and  sought 
after  little  collectible. 


Howdy 

Editer! 


I rolled  back  to  Wisconsin  on  March  4th... 
jist  in  time  for  (and  all  set  to  git  to)  the 
NOW  gather’n  at  Fondy  Lac  on  March  8th... 
then  them  TV  fellers  kept  a’talken  bout  a 
big  storm  coming.  Did  ya  ever  see  snow 
like  we  got?  Didn’t  even  attempt  the  100 
mile  ride...  guess  maybe  “chicken”  is  the 
derscription  of  our  attitude! 


Got  think’n  back...  seems  them  old  timers 
who  set  up  them  first  NOW  shows  had  a 
pretty  good  idea  --  “ don’t  compete  for 
them  prime  spring  show  dates...  jist  hold 
the  NOW  show  in  May  or  June.  ” 

Now,  up  here  in  the  boondocks,  May  (or 
even  June)  don’t  mean  you  won’t  get  snow, 
but  goll  dern  it,  you  won’t  need  no  4- 
wheel  drive  to  get  to  the  show. 


Of  the  first  22  NOW  shows,  12  were  held 
in  May  and  9 in  June.  It  wern’t  til  1984 
that  we  got  into  the  gut  of  Wisconsin’s 
winters  with  our  NOW  shows.  ‘Course, 
back  then,  they  were  more  of  an  elbow 
rubbin  social  git-together--  the  hobby, 
like  ever’thin  else  in  a long  life  changes. 


Numismatically  yers, 

Ivor ‘Barth, 

East  Nakoosa,  Wisconsin 
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The  old  adage  “What  Goes  Around...  Comes 
Around”  has  proven  again  to  be  true. 

NOW  News  was  first  published  in  1963 
when  husband,  Ron,  was  appointed  Editor. 
Here  it  is,  35  years  later,  and  I’m  doing 
it  again!  Thank  goodness  for  computers! 

In  the  old  days,  my  typewriter  had  to  bang 
out  at  least  3 drafts  --  one  to  get  the 
words  down,  another  to  “1-2-3”  at  the 
end  of  every  line  to  find  out  how  many 
spaces  were  needed  to  “justify”  each  line 
and  then  the  final  copy....  if  there  were 
changes,  we  started  over  again. 

About  a year  ago,  Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
announced  to  the  NOW  Board  that  she 
would  be  retiring  as  editor  in  1998.  She 
immediately  began  publishing  “Editor 
Wanted”  notices  in  NOW  News.  Nobody 
was  interested  because  it  was  a voluntary 
effort. 

Well,  I sort  of  got  “volunteered”  for  the 
job  --  not  because  I have  nothing  better 
to  do,  but  where  would  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin  be  without  our  quarterly 


publication??  You’ll  notice  a little 
different  format  and  look,  but  for  the 
most  part,  the  contents  are  the  same. 

Ruth  Ann  agreed  to  continue  coordinating 
the  actual  mailing  of  the  News  and  will 
also  continue  as  our  advertising  contact. 
Thanks  for  your  continued  support, 
Ruthie! 

I Need  Your  Help! 

Show  Chairmen...  please  send  information 
on  your  upcoming  shows...  and  later,  a 
short  follow-up  report  for  our  “Club 
News"  page.  We’d  also  appreciate 
receiving  information  on  your  coin  club 
meetings  - when  and  where  do  you 
meet? 

All  the  great  featured  articles  we’ve 
published  don’t  just  come  drifting  down 
on  a cloud  - Thanks  to  Gene  Johnson, 
John  & Nancy  Wilson,  Bill  Brandimore, 
Fred  Borgmann  and  others,  we  have  had 
many  excellent  numismatic  articles  and 
I’ll  need  lots  more  for  future  issues. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a member  of  NOW  to 
submit  an  article,  but  please  keep  in 
mind,  to  be  eligible  for  the  cash  awards 
for  the  best  articles  in  NOW  News  each 
year,  you  must  be  a member  of  NOW. 


FUMMV 

HON/6V 

Stone 
Money 
of  Yap 


by  Phyllis  Calkins 


The  stone  money  of  Yap  is  the  best  known  of 
all  the  “curiosities  of  currency”  though  the 
largest  specimens  are  necessarily  absent 
from  museums.  The  circular  wheels  (or 
mill-stones)  called  “fae”  or  “palan”  are 
made  of  a kind  of  limestone  and  vary  in  size 
from  a doughnut  to  10-12  feet  across. 

The  particular  limestone  used  for  the  money 
could  not  be  found  on  the  island  of  Yap,  but 
had  to  be  quarried  on  the  Palau  Islands  some 
400  miles  away.  The  heavy  quarried  stones 
were  ferried  to  Yap  on  rafts  and  many  a raft 
was  lost  in  the  crossing  of  the  open  sea. 

The  stones  had  to  be  worked,  without  being 
broken,  into  their  round  shape,  then  they  had 
to  be  drilled  and  polished.  All  this  was 
accomplished  with  crude  and  simple  tools. 
Each  stone  had  a hole  in  its  center,  which 
was  used  to  carry  the  money  on  a pole. 


Gods.  What  remained  from  the  transport  was 
used  to  buy  allies  in  case  of  fighting.  Since  it 
was  difficult  to  transport  the  stones  from 
one  place  to  another,  they  often  stayed  with 
the  original  owner.  It  was  enough  that  the 
new  owner  knew  “his”  stone,  and  everyone 
else  was  informed  whose  treasure  it  was. 

Why  these  stones  became  not  merely  visible 
signs  of  wealth,  but  actual  money  is  not 
clear.  In  1870  the  large  Yap  stones  were 
rare  and  represented  high  values.  It  was  not 
only  size  that  counted,  but  much  depended  on 
the  color,  shape  and  age  of  the  stone. 

Certain  old  stones  were  more  highly  prized 
than  new.  The  older  the  wheel,  the  more 
power  it  possessed  and  the  higher  was  its 
value.  Values  varied  on  different  islands  and 
the  value  was  not  in  the  usefulness  of  the 
material,  in  their  ornamental  value,  or  in 
their  easy  handling.  The  island  inhabitants 
valued  their  possession  because  it  was 
difficult  to  get  the  stones  and  because  they 
attributed  supernatural  powers  to  them. 

No  important  transaction  took  place  without 
some  stones  changing  possession.  Ransom 
was  paid  with  the  stones.  Big  stones,  usually 
used  only  for  big  and  important  transactions, 
were  referred  to  as  “men’s  money,”  while 
the  women  used  smaller  stones  or  easier  to 
carry  shell  money  for  their  “market 
transactions."  Eventually  traders  exploited 
the  Carolines  and  quarries  for  their  own 
profit.  About  this  time  a stone  3-hand  span 
broad  bought  a good-sized  pig  or  1,000 
coconuts;  later,  the  use  of  these  stones  sank 
into  obscurity. 


The  village  chief  usually  took  the  largest  and 
best  stones  and  put  them  in  front  of  his  hut 
as  tokens  of  his  power  and  to  please  the 


References:  The  Story  of  Money  and 
Quiggins  book  of  Odd  & Curious 
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C.  Keith  Edison 

P.0.  Box  845 

Independence,  Wisconsin  54747-0845 
(715)985-3615  FAX  (715)985-5225 


May  is  a very 

special  month  for 

long-time  NOW 

members,  Virgil 

and  Daisy  Jackson 

, . of  Beaver  Dam. 

Look  Who  s Haying  virgi|  w|||  be 

a Birthday.  celebrating  his 

92nd  birthday  and  Daisy,  her  94th.  They 

also  will  be  celebrating  their  anniversary 

during  this  month 


Another  Special  Birthday 

On  August  7th  Bob  Hendershott  will  be 
celebrating  his  100th  birthday.  We  met 
this  remarkably  active  gentleman  during 
the  Central  States  show  in  Milwaukee. 

He’s  been  collecting  coins  for  nearly  90 
years.  When  he  first  started  collecting, 
William  Howard  Taft  was  President.  Bob 
has  been  a member  of  ANA  for  67  years 
and  plans  to  be  the  first  member  to  collect 
a 75  year  membership  medal  from  ANA. 

(A  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News  had  a 
lengthy  review  of  Bob). 


When  You  Think 


NU  MIS  MAT  ICS 

THINK 

KRAUSE 

PUBLICATIONS 


700  East  State  Street 
Iola,  WI  54990 

Phone  715-445-2214 
FAX  715-445-4087 


Participants  enjoyed  the 
Mystry  Dinner  at  Rolling 
Meadows  Restaurant  in 
Fond  du  Lac  prior  to  the 
NOW  convention. 


" 3r 


Dick  Anderson’s  (left)  had 
prizes  for  the  winners  of  his 
“Numismatic  Trivia.” 


NOW  Show  Highlights 

Fond  du  Lac 


Penny  Boards  kept  kids  busy 
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Join  NOW 

Membership  Application 

No.  Date 


Name 

Business  Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

I I Regular  Membership  - $5 

I am  applying  for  membership  for  the  first 
time. 

I I Reinstate  Membership  - $5 

I would  like  to  reinstate  my  NOW 
membership.  My  original  number  was 

I I Coin  Club  Membership  - $5 

My  Club  would  like  to  join  or  reinstate 
membership  in  NOW. 

Coin  Club 

Address 

I I Life  membership  - $100 

Numismatic  Organizations 
1 currently  hold  membership  in  the  following 
numismatic  organizations: 

Send  Application  and  $5  dues  to: 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


Advertising 


Rates 

Sinale  Issue 

4/Year 

Business  card 

$6. 

$20 

1/4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

Full  page 

30 

100 

7-3/4”x6-l/4” 


Contracts 

Available  for  4 issues  per  year  on  a first- 
come  basis.  If  new  copy  has  not  been 
submitted  by  the  deadline,  the  previous  ad 
will  be  repeated. 

Deadline  - Ads  must  be  received  as  follows: 
February  1st  for  the  March  issue;  May  1st 
for  the  June  issue;  August  1st  for  the 
September  issue  and  November  1st  for  the 
December  issue. 

Mechanical  Requirements 
Full  page,  7-3/4”  x 6-1/4”;  half  page  may 
be  vertical  or  horizontal.  Single  column 
width  3”.  All  rates  are  for  camera  ready 
copy.  Advertisements  submitted  not  camera 
ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for  a 
1/4  page  ad  and  $10  for  1/2  and  1-page  ads. 

Restrictions 

No  mail  bid  sale  listings,  no  ads  offering 
layaways  and  no  ads  from  minors  will  be 
accepted.  Ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance.  The  editor  reserves  the  right 
to  reject  any  advertising. 

Ads  and  checks  should  be  sent  to: 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 


Tokens  Wanted 

Jim  SfieiCa  JdedcC 

Collectors 

110  Braddock  Street 
Crossville,  TN  3855 

sgmedd®  multipro.com 

(931)  456-2704 


AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY 

303  E.  College  Ave.  Appleton.  VVI  54911 
(414-731-47340  (800)783-2646 

Robert  Worachek 

Diamonds  • Fine  Jewelry  • Rare  Coins 
Appraisals  • Custom  Goldsmithing  • Estate  Jewelry 


WANTED 

Paying  Top  Prices 

Tokens 


Aluminum  or  Brass  Tokens.  "Chips"  from  Bars. 
Pool  Halls.  Dairies,  Gen'l  Stores,  etc. 


Send  Descriptions  for  Cash  Offer 

John  Brathovde  211  Packer  Avenue 
(71  5)824-3814  Amherst,  Wl  54406 


Wisconsin  National  Currency  Wanted 


C.  Keith  Edison 


Collector  needs  Keg  and  Case 
Tokens 

I pay  well  for  these  elusive  mid-west 
items.  Need  Emerald,  Fox  Lake,  Janesville, 
Monroe,  and  many  others,  IL,  Wl,  MN,  IA. 
($50  minimum  for  ones  needed) 

Mike  O'Brien 

215  Meadowlark,  Sandwich,  IL  60548 
(815-498-9898,  FAX  815-498-1002 


(715)  445-3468 

Roland  W.  Finner 

P.O.  Box  296 
lola,  Wl  54945 

- Member  - 

ANA.  CNA.  PN  & AS.  SCCS, 
CSNS,  NOW.  MOON.  WCC 


This  could  be  YOUR  Ad! 


Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Y 

Business  Card 

S6 

S20 

1/4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

1 page 

30 

100 

Make  checks  payable  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
Send  to  Ruth  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Ave.,  Madison, 
Wl  53714. 
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Officers 


NOW 

Officers 


President: 

Vice  President: 
Secretary/T  reasurer: 
NOW  News  Editor: 

Past  President: 

Historians: 


NOW  Mailing  Coordinator: 


Lee  Hartz 
Bill  Brandimore 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Rollie  Finner 

Dick  Anderson 
Gene  Johnson 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 


Board  of  Governors 


1996-1  998 
Fred  Borgmann 
James  Jach 
Randy  Miller 
Michael  Tramte 


1 997-1999 
Bill  Brandimore 
Tom  Casper 
Richard  Meyer 
Thad  Streeter 


1998-2000 
Richard  Anderson 
Mike  Schiller 
Robert  VanRyzin 
Ron  Calkins 


Who  To  Contact 

Membership  

Contact 

Ron  Calkins 

Member  applications 

Secretary /Treasurer 

Address  changes 

P.O.  Box  155 

Dues  payments,  Membership  cards 

Mazomanie.  WI  53560 

Failure  to  receive  NOW  News 
NOW  News  Editor  

Phyllis  Calkins 
NOW  News  Editor 

Coin  Show  calendar  listings 

Club  News 

P.O.  Box  155 

Articles,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Advertising 

Mazomanie.  WI  53560 

Future  NOW  Convention  Bids 
Advertising 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 
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SHOW 

CALENDAR 


Show  chairmen,  please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  coin 
shows  in  the  Wisconsin  area.  Please  include: 

Official  name  of  show,  location  where  the  show  will  be  held  (including 
dates  and  time)  and  Show  Chairman’s  name,  address  & phone  number. 

Send  show  information  to  Phyllis  Calkins,  NOW  News  Editor, 

P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


June  14,  1998  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Club  Show,  Sr.  Citizens’  Center, 
12  W.  Humbird  St,  9-4  pm.  Bourse  chair.  Sue 
Peterson,  119  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice  Lake,  Wi  54868. 

June  20-21,  1998  - Rhinelander 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club’s  17th  annual  show 
at  Nicolet  College  LRC  building,  County  Hwy.  “G”, 
Rhinelander.  Chairman:  Larry  Marten,  3295  Hancock 
Lake  Rd.,  Harshaw,  WI  54529  (715-282-5636) 
Saturday  10-5;  Sunday  10-4  p.m. 

June  26-28,  1998  - Milwaukee 

Mid  America  Show 

August  9,  1998  - Wisconsin  Dells 

Baraboo  Coin  Club’s  34th  annual  Coin  & Sports 
Cards  Show.  Holiday  Inn,  Hwy.  13  at  1-90, 

Wisconsin  Dells.  Chairman:  D’Wayne  Brice,  PO  Box 
302,  Baraboo,  WI  53913. 

Aug.  30,  1998  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Show,  American  Legion  Memorial 
Club  House,  500  Fond  du  Lac  Ave.,  Fond  du  Lac. 

Chm.  Andy  Portman,  Box  952,  Fond  du  Lac,  WI 
54935. 

Sept.  11-13,  1998  - Central  States  hosted  by 
Illinois  Numismatic  Assoc,  at  the  Ramada  Inn  Hotel  , 
17040  S.  Halsted  (Jnct.  1-80  and  Rte.  1),  Harvey,  IL. 
10  am  -6  pm  Fri./Sat  and  10  am  -4  pm  Sunday. 

September  27,  1998  - Rockford,  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club’s  84th  Semi-Coin  Show, 
Holiday  Inn  Hoffman  House,  7550  E.  State  Street, 
Rockford,  IL.  Chairman:  Ralph  Winquest,  1004  C 
Street,  Rockford,  IL  61107.  (815-963-0396) 


October  4,  1998  - Green  Bay 
Nicolet  Coin  Club  Annual  Fall  Show 
Comfort  Suites/  Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street, 
Green  Bay.  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa 
Avenue,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313.  Ph:  920-499-7035. 

November  8,  1998  - Kenosha 
The  41st  Annual  Coin  & Collectible  Show  at  Kenosha 
Union  Club,  3030  39th  Avenue,  Kenosha.  Bourse 
Chm:  Jerome  Binsfeld,  Box  191,  Pleasant  Prairie,  WI 
53158.  (414-654-6272) 

October  4,  1998  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club  Annual  Fall  Show 
Comfort  Suites/  Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street, 
Green  Bay.  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa 
Avenue,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313. 

Ph:  920-499-7035. 

January  24,  1999  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
Comfort  Suites/  Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street, 
Green  Bay.  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa 
Avenue,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313.  Ph:  920-499-7035 

March  28,  1999  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  hosted  by  Madison  Coin 
Club,  Turner  Hall,  3001  S.  Stoughton  Rd.,  Madison. 
Bourse  Chm.  Kevin  Doyle  (608)764-5527. 

April  18,  1999  - Wise.  Valley  Coin  Club 

Annual  Show,  Midway  Hotel,  Wausau. 

April  23-25,  1999  - Milwaukee 

Central  States  Spring  Show,  Milwaukee  (Apr.  22  PNG 
Day). 

continued... 
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Address  Correction  Requested 

Ron  Calkins 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wi  53560 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  Postage 
Paid 

Madison,  WI 
Permit  No.  2348 


To: 


Show  Calendar  continued  from  page  22. 

Fall,  1999  - Central  States 

Ft.  Mitchell,  KY 

May  5-7,  2000  - Central  States  Spring 
show  hosted  by  18  Northwest  Coin  Club, 
Minneapolis,  MN  (May  4 PNG  Day). 

April  6-8,  2001  - Central  States 

Indianapolis,  IN  (April  5 PNG  Day). 

April  26-28,  2002  - Central  States 

hosted  by  the  Columbus  Numismatic  Society, 
Columbus,  OH  (April  25  PNG  Day). 


